
Save paper and follow @newyorker on Twitter

NOVEMBER 20, 2015

Registration Complete!
BY PORTER FOX

C

“In the case of identity theft, please inform our I.T. staff,
if they do not contact you f irst by phone or in person.”

ongratulations! You have reached the final
stage of registration. Please take note of your

username and password, as you will need them when
you log on to the site in the future. Also, beware that
if you forget your username or password, there is a process by which you can reclaim
them, but it is lengthy and not recommended. So write them both down now, and keep
them in a safe place. No further payment will be required, nor charges posted to your
account for upgrades or additions in saecula saeculorum. In the case of identity theft,
please inform our I.T. staff as soon as possible, if you are not contacted first by phone or
in person. If our staff determines that your identity has been stolen, you will be notified
of the perpetrator’s intentions and the damages he/she has inflicted on you. Your
membership will also be immediately cancelled. Please print out this form as proof of
registration before logging on. In the case of permanent loss of password or username, or
some misfortune like a missing-person or amnesia scenario, you will need this form to
reinstate your membership. We suggest that you hide the document in a safe place where
you might find it easily, but not so easily as to be constantly stumbling over it. Also, be
careful not to conceal the document in an area where someone like you or trying
to be you would be able to find it. In other words, do not store it in a place fundamentally
linked to your person (back pockets, body cavities, etc.). Suggested “safe zones” include
forests, lighting fixtures, pet toys, and caves. Be sure to keep your registration, password,
and username in separate places, such that a person seeking to overrun your mind for any
reason—imagine the pure pleasure of it!—would not be able to steal all three
simultaneously in a kind of felonious hat trick. When selecting such locations, remember
not to hide the documents anywhere 1) underwater 2) in a fire 3) in proximity to
corrosives like specialty borates, powdered urea, molybdenum, or tungsten. Lastly, if your
username and/or password are irrevocably lost, or you fear that they have been hijacked,
follow these instructions: do not leave your house. Draw all curtains to shut out ambient
light. Confine pets to their least favorite area of the home so as to make them
hypersensitive and on-guard. Take up a position as close to the roof as possible. Assume
the Seiza meditation pose as defined by Mikao’s “Usui Do” and the ancient aikijujutsu-
Daito ryu. Visualize a small animal, perhaps a rabbit, disappearing into a forest. First with
your eyes, then with your imagined body, try to follow the animal. Focus the search by
recreating the original circumstance in which it got lost. Conflate the circumstance with

the result such that there is no cause or effect, merely a condition of being lost. Eschew



the result such that there is no cause or effect, merely a condition of being lost. Eschew
precepts of time. Invoke a state of nunc stans, or eternal present. Project yourself into the
woods. Be alive in all periods, all bodies, living and dead. Not as actor but as watcher. You
are now neither seeker nor hider. You are aware of what’s lost and yet measure no loss.
Your memory is purely an act of remembering—your password, username, and, if
applicable, both. Please perform this procedure only if absolutely necessary, as it has been
known to induce side effects, including restriction of non-verbal displays of emotion, the
inability to experience pleasure, dementia praecox, the flat affect, ambivalence, and trigger
thumb. If the process fails, our I.T. staff will be glad to send you a new username and/or
password in the mail. Please allow three to five business days.
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